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i^ob Ualth tec texi label, -ochj re your 1£/0 and -no. 1^/7 

Pursuit of the ’srnciiij of the pistol stakes no as a rather vorttwlill© research 
project* rerhaps you C:*n also jo further with the rifle order than loch mid I have, but I 
tiiink you :ev went to o :cok ny file on toils* I also think recollection will u.. much 

better than nine ou till a. <e w mod on it together ane. he lui: . copies of ovuyytliinj 1 .avo* 

A choral comments ->emabo± i an authentic export, and I think you should send loin 
a copy ijt your 12/7 meiSo with attachments (X have not lino now to read Hit; a t tachncntc but 
1 respond in order that thin not yet forgotten in the, press of too akciy ttdftjs) * ehet 
sot:;: reasonable on the basis of lojic tiny not be ou to so basis of ballistics, for example. i 
■Ja seiidinj him the carbon of your 1 f/8 to ae* 

Vhat doch rind T h vo includes even the copies of the r^-aoiios the f.-I lasted (a , atvoly 
as X recall) froiialoa and reports (inadequate^ on the tracing of the sines there* It aeons 
to do torat there was a my; terioualy, pretcndedly official visitor before the ibl* 



' ai nssorfeent of people, including Garrison an;: I tlxink Sprague, liave conjectured that 
sonic khi.: of explosiv-- a; no was used, be n bnvidson postulated ice bullets* I sec no reason 
for anythin,, like these farout tilings, particularly not if the h-C was planted to be found 
and was not used, as id :ry b lief* They needlessly coDpUc-te the entire affair and intro- 
duco ( ^emnbei can tell you if this is v?rong) hasarda in return for no £;in* Ihc most 
' ilPP-rtant single factor in a successful assassin nation, aside fro::: the compc fence of the 
shooters, is true flight of the projectiles. Ibcplorive bullets and. things of that sort 
arc not as dependable in flight and, with food n&rasnen, serve no real need, The weapon 
and the typo of anno used depend upon the conditions of tno asc^sinnlioii. for example, if 
were to be other tlian oIooq (and any port of hoaley Pls^a, is close to the nost remote 
P^rt In. toms oi shooting) a s.mll^calibre, liigh- velocity ammo it: best, for th; Heitor 
wei ht of the projectile mid its higher velocity give it a fla yer trajectory over a longer 
range. And this kina oi a: no, in the reatlily^v ilablo hunting or v&rEujitiiig varieties, is 
designed to nushroon and fragment on impact, a bo inrani. tarfan con aide ration when used against 
ariisi Is, Lar^'-r calibres behave similarly, out they require more: opposition in fragmenting; 
and mushixsoring. fiiic rr^mns relatively little opposition. as be ma.be i explained ii to mo 
*7 the assassination, the use of .3006 rather than .243 in the ilomir^ton Lokt-Core 
lino ;u:d:es it more likely that tlxc shot would be a success were the window of a car to navo 
been between the shooter and the vie tin, the difference being accounted for my the greater 
of the *30-06 and thelar^er sise of the projectile/ tending to carry more of it to toie 
tar jet. ne can probably explain this be ttcr than I, or you cm so:: his explanation in my files. 

, ^ JL . i:t is --y rc. collection vdxat I located in tla: Archives i. ••eludes or fits iiat iloch 

i’^ad tlsat J-hows t he tom part of thc= po^e is identical with the piece sent; to olein's. 

One aspect tuat ;-xay be ^orth furtl^r inquiry is t a dependatali ty of tiio tiandwritin^ m^ilyBLB 
on which, as i recall, all that orde har^;s. 



* aisu uuvv a -ie^dn^ton Ci-talo^ue you mi^ht find in teres viri , 1 T , pictures ruxd describes 
all the amo they rake arid jives t lie CixartiCteristico. I also ix&Vf-; relev£int pe^je. froJi standard 
& urges on the inndo of nnmo tout coul-i have boon used in the hiny case, borne may h: lp* 

first i v/oule an this opinion ^ we have to jet awry from th hmjup tiiat rdlitar:/ 
ac “ 30 ua,L ; usad lri ^ x {io not b: liov^ it was and, aside from the alleged traces of 

copper louiid on tli; el o thin j in back oxily, wliich does not mean nilitar^' amo but includes 
it* there is no evidence of which 1 iaoow indicating tSiat it was. ihe behavior, or tile behavior 
as w, liave been told anu as wo have been able to ^construct, indicates tiiat it wacr^t and 
it was tne worst xrijin to use for that job* Until X CiJ i arrange the printing of FGJV IldllTdii X 
ai:i not ciisolosiLLj all X i^ivo on this. The sjnplest ersuiLaion is the spcctro c:ls^c. If ft backed 
fiidal mytholc^, do you doubt for a Docent they f d withhold it and force me to court on 
Xt? iiather would tSicy be arucious for it to bo icioun* iind ny work on the jxLcturos 1 showed you 
snd tu sUEimer net ore thv one past has cone very far forward* The entire &zory la false* All 
of it, in all particulars. 
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'Jhiere is another possibility in "late is am" other than currency in the ad* one 1 
consider more lilwly. “'Is^ac" has a special meaning in the mjktary* 1 think as used in this 
ad it Lii-tf well iiave boon intended to naan a later model* one issued to the troops later* 

On substitutions * pro'ticulnrXy on inexpensive item bought by nail* * haven't uaod 
the ;_uiil-orus: heal sec much in recent years * but it mm always t be stand practise 
substitute the Girdlar if available uht ii what was oroered wan not* In two*** ca^oe, it seems 
to me an order cleric included a printed or m^eographeu form so s taking or maste a note on 
the copy of the order ro turned with th. shi jaent* I think itleiii 1 ^ woulu imvu uenc something 
like- this in the non^al course of business* bf course, vh t is not lightly bissiaaud xs the 
official failure; to check it ;lL 1 out find, provide a persuasive explaimtion* 1 recall » it 
v;as either ignored or clos-a to it* 

One of the aspects of these mlti that lmv<; always interested is the purctJise of 
juukler sieuf: than wa necessary* better ecuipLi^t beiug available in the same range* 

jmei, if bnO had known ;hat lie was doing* h-.- could have bought iawatical crap for loss in ji.Jlas 
and without leaving the traces mail entailed* ?he ads you copied show much better stuff for 
cios to the same price* both rifles anu pistols* so if he dot what in attributed no him* 
he sure as li^li didn't taow what he was doing to begin with* 

/jaother general comment* and this addresses the matter of explosive; nuu other 
exotic bullets: I tidnte successful assassinations require the greatest simplicity* in 
concept* execution zmd participants, fhe dprague extension of barrisoa is slioct insanity. 

Where could you find at least 50 ^he had these on the aom^i) who could escape detection 
and keep their mouths closed? Anti wiia t waa the need for taem? bame with umbrella siguais 
(a conjecture lands easier oy ign ring tlie second onei). hhat need? Or for radio? what is 
wrong wit., the fir at shot as all t he signal needed* if any was? The uorc complicated we 
make HI of this* the nore w© escape reality* coiifuso outaolvea anti fru strate irocc^s- . 

On fecut: X also do not expect he will get access* but I regard it as the worst 
potential discs ter if he should, ''.there is too little political understanding mtsl tldnkiBg* 

Is of now there is relatively little we can 1 cam from access to the film aisyway* for we 
(meaning for the riost part X* given the ethicn and depoiuiabilxty of the era, tied eommuxiatyj 
know os t of what it can show. And some of what it carnot. Tha many ways in which tidLs can be 
counter-productive k&va not darned on those wiio have riot tliought it tin '0 ugh or lack the 
knowledge of fact that is requisite for doing it. It was a serious error on ills part not 
to discuss this with me first* particularly because he was privy to some of my newer data 
ano knew wliut I was working on and had an invitation to come here to examine all of it dating 
from the bullock hearing. Perhaps in th days when we were restricted to the 20 anu vh&t any 
of us cool a extract from them such on approach* in vacuuo* oouln be justified, but not now* 
bo* despite ray gre at respect for Cyril's competence eu id objectives* I am satisfies tii&f his 
frustration in this endeavor is in our interest, in tolling you this* I also tell you what 
you nay not know* that 1 was the first to a;.k for access to tiiia film* the day it was announced 
that it had been transferred, It took much to change my t r d ru ohg* 

amoorely * 



-Harold Wcisbcrg 



